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Retween l) and 20 Jamary 1951, an epidemic of contagious &seage broke out in 

the areas acuth of Kaechon (125a4, 39eli2)(YD 4998). Ar undetermined mmber ef 
villages were quarantined by lecal amithorities, and a restrictive cordon was 

decresd around certala villages where the entire population was affected, Ta 

late January it was not possible te secure hotol accemmedations in the area, 

The disease was identified by North Korean health authoritiss as "eruptive typhus! oi 


By late. Jamary, unidentified contagious dleeases bad reached epidenta propor 


tions in the North Korean tovme sf Sunchon (125.56, 39-25)(¥D 5257), Sainjang 


do 


do 


CI2beG2, 39a }(W) h7h6), and Pyongyang. Avees less seriously affected included 
Sangwoty (126.06, 38-51) (BT 80,3, Faleld (126<16, 38-52) (BU 630:), Suan (126022 
38edj2)(BT 7186), and Singye (126033, 38-29)(BE 8662). In mid-January i was 
runered in Pyongyang that oruptive typhus wes of epidemic proportions in the 
areas of Chunghwa (12548, 38-52)(7D 1305), Bwang4u (12Sh3 F 38.210) (30 283), 
Sariwon (1255, 3830} 1 LO6k), Chaeryong (125237, 36.2h)/ 70 2653) and Anek 
(120, BBO 186), | | 


No medical treatment was arranged by Merth Korean aubhorities in the Pyoncyang 
arog, as of late Janvary, Ganitabion measures included the wholesale guaranbin- 
ing of entire villeges or the seperation of the healthy from the infected, In 
Pyongyang and Sariwony wall posters were put up with the slogan "ALL the Louses" 
In mid-February, Kangwon Provines was heavily affected by an unidentified con- 
tagious disease, In the Pyonggang and Kumhwa (12717, 38017)(CY 6438) areas, — 
00 percent of the population was affected; at Churkon (12712, 38-15) {CT 1,335) 
60 percent, and at Hoeyang (127-37, 3842)(CT 8084) 100 percent. This letter 
was one of the first villages in the province entered by the Chinese Communist 
forses, Children and young nen apseared most seriously affected, Rumors were 
widewspread ia the area that onse the Chinese Coummiste entered a locality, — 
ever though they departed immediately, reaidents would contract the Gisease, and 


_the mortality rate of those infected is over 50 percent. 
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in Sungbasui, (unlocated), Uokchoneriyon (127607, 38-30)(CT 3563), a villace of 
30 fanilies, mast of the population were ilL with an unidentified disease, and 
i6 persons had died by 20 February. In Kangron Province, no medical facilities. 
wore available for the sick, Even in private hospitals no drugs were used. 


Native Korean medicines wre used when they could be found, but even these vere 
daily becoming nore difficult to ebtain, One romedy which was runoréd to be 
effective in a majerity of the gases treated was ea mixture of three garlic 
roots and three spoons of a Kerean sweet grass called "dang cho" (fi 2), 

If the patient broke out in red pinples Jile a vash, ‘in about three noukg after 
taking the uedicine, thore was an exeéllent chance for his yracovery and he 

was considered out of danger. The rash generally soread over the entire body. 


Altaough no general control measures hed bevn instituted by the provincial 
authorities by the end of february, the village pomple's committees indicated 
the houses of the sick by stretching wire or rope around then, ‘There was a 
funor that sone righbists in Kangwon and Pyenggang placed such ropes around 
their houses to keep out Stabe Security Gurcan investipators and soldiers but 
when 1% was dissovered that the iliness was only feigned they were tortured 
oy the local authorities. 


Comment: Mo decorlobtion of the disease was given and the basis on 


GnLe Ghapmwaie was made was not disclosed. 
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